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Mēneti Wātea | Open Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Matamata-Piako District Council held in the Council Chambers, 
35 Kenrick Street, TE AROHA on Wednesday 13 May 2026 at 9:00. 

 

NGĀ MEMA | MEMBERSHIP  

Tiamana | Chairperson: Koromatua | Mayor  

Ash Tanner 
 

Mema | Members: Koromatua Tautoko | Deputy Mayor 

James Sainsbury 

 

 Kaunihera ā-Rohe | District Councillors  

Vincent Andersen 

Grace Bonnar 

Bruce Dewhurst 

Tyrel Glass 

Dayne Horne 

Greg Marshall 

Andrew McGiven 

James Thomas 

Gary Thompson 

Rewiti Vaimoso 

Sue Whiting 

 

 

An audio-visual recording of the open session of the meeting is available on Matamata-Piako District 
Council’s website and YouTube channel.  

Visit https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/live-stream for the most recent meeting livestream. 

Recording Document Reference# YouTube Link 

Council – 13 May 2026 3171959 youtube.com/watch?v=PAIgmQ25V1I&t=83s 

  

Minutes prepared by: 

Stephanie Hutchins 

Kaitohu Mātāmua Kāwana | Senior Governance Advisor 

https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/live-stream
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAIgmQ25V1I&t=83s
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Ngā whakapāha | Apologies 
 
Name Position/Organisation  
Gary Thompson Te Toa Horopū ā Matamata-Piako Councillor  
Andrew McGiven Te Aroha Ward Councillor For leave of absence 
Dayne Horne Morrinsville Ward Councillor  
Rewiti Vaimoso Matamata Ward Councillor  
 

Ngā mema i reira o runga te tūhono ipurangi | Members present via audio/visual link 
 
There were no members present by audio/visual link 

 
Kaimahi i reira | Staff Present 
 
Name Title Item No. 
Kelly Reith Hautū Rangatōpū, Tāngata me ngā Hononga | 

Group Manager Corporate, People & Relationships 
 

Stephanie Hutchins Kaitohu Mātāmua Kāwana | Senior Governance 
Advisor 

 

Tamara Kingi Kaiārahi Kāwana | Governance Team Leader  
Sandra Harris Pou Kaupapahere, Rāngai Mahitahi me te Kāwana  | 

Policy, Partnerships and Governance Manager 
 

Ellie Gray Kaitohu Kāwana | Governance Advisor  
Niall Baker Kaiārahi Tīma Kaupapahere | Policy Team Leader 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 

7.5, 7.6 
Anne Gummer Kaitohu Kaupapahere Mātāmua | Senior Policy 

Advisor 
 

Ally van Kuijk Hautū Tipu me te Whakamatua | Group Manager 
Growth & Regulation 

 

 

I reira | In Attendance 
 
Name Position/Organisation Item Time In Time Out 
Graham Callis 
Sue Callis 

Public Submitter  
(Microsoft Teams) 

7.1 9.10am 9.15am 

Jocelyn Cole Public Submitter 7.1 9.10am 9.49am 
Kay Tappin Public Submitter 7.1 9.10am 9.20am 
Anneliese Farrelly 
(England) 

Public Submitter 7.1 9.26am 10.04am 

Jason Tidmarsh Public Submitter 7.1 9.25am 10.04am 
Karen Huitema Public Submitter 7.1 9.36am 9.59am 
Christopher 
Randal 

Public Submitter 7.1 9.17am 9.28am 

Fiona Scott Public Submitter 7.1 9.47am 9.55am 
Issac McIntyre Submitter on behalf of Federated 

Farmers  
(Microsoft Teams) 

7.1 10.05am 10.10am 

Hermina (Wilma) 
Van Orsouw 

Public Submitter 7.1 10.23am 10.40am 
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1 Whakatūwheratanga o te hui | Meeting Opening 

Mayor Ash Tanner welcomed members and declared the meeting open at 9.00am. 

2 Ngā whakapāha/Tono whakawātea | Apologies/Leave of Absence  

WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

That an apology from Councillor Gary Thompson, Councillor Rewiti Vaimoso and 
Councillor Dayne Horne be received and accepted. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00001 

Moved by:  Deputy Mayor J Sainsbury 
Seconded by:  Cr G Bonnar 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 

That the apology from Cr Andrew McGiven be noted (leave of absence received and 
accepted at 22 April meeting). 

3 Pānui i Ngā Take Ohorere Anō | Notification of Urgent Additional Business 

Section 46A(7) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (as 
amended) states: 

“An item that is not on the agenda for a meeting may be dealt with at that meeting if- 

(a) The local authority by resolution so decides; and 

(b) The presiding member explains at the meeting, at a time when it is open to the 
public,- 

(i) The reason why the item is not on the agenda; and 

(ii) The reason why the discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a 
subsequent meeting.” 

Section 46A(7A) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (as 
amended) states:  

“Where an item is not on the agenda for a meeting,- 

(a) That item may be discussed at that meeting if- 

(i) That item is a minor matter relating to the general business of the local 
authority; and 

(ii) the presiding member explains at the beginning of the meeting, at a time 
when it is open to the public, that the item will be discussed at the meeting; 
but 

(iii) no resolution, decision or recommendation may be made in respect of that 
item except to refer that item to a subsequent meeting of the local authority 
for further discussion.”  

 

4 Whākī pānga | Declaration of interest 

Members are reminded of their obligation to declare any conflicts of interest they might 
have in respect of the items on this Agenda.  

• Deputy Mayor James Sainsbury declared a conflict of interest regarding submission 
number DD – 138 made by Sebo Bruins due to a personal connection.  

5 Whakaaetanga mēneti | Confirmation of minutes 

WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
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That the minutes of the meeting of the ordinary meeting of Matamata-Piako District Council 
held on Wednesday, 22 April 2026, be confirmed as a true and correct record of the 
meeting. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00002 

Moved by:  Cr S Whiting 
Seconded by:  Cr G Bonnar 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 

 

6 Take i puta mai | Public Forum        

 No public forum was scheduled due to this meeting being a Council Hearing.  

 

7 Pūrongo me whakatau | Decision Reports 

 

7.1 Council Hearing of Submitters - Policies, Bylaws 
and Fees and Charges 

CM No.: 3158379 

Te Kaupapa | Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to receive and hear formal submissions from the community on the 
following: 

• Draft Fees and Charges 2026/27 

• Draft Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 

• Draft Rates Remission and Postponement Policy 

• Draft Land Transport Bylaw 

• Draft Policy on Dogs and Draft Dog Control Bylaw 

 
Rāpopotonga Matua | Executive Summary 
Formal consultation has been undertaken on a number of key documents. Council are now 
required to hear those who wish to speak to their submission and to formally consider all 
submissions received prior to decision making and finalisation of the documents. 
 
Consultation was open from 16 March to 19 April 2026. In total, 274 submissions were received 
across all topics. 
 
The separate reports within this agenda on each topic are provided to outline options for Council’s 
consideration and assist in deliberations and decision-making.  
 
Attached to this report is: 
 
Attachment A – Submissions this document contains all submissions received, plus a summary of 
the key themes from the submissions, and staff comment 
 
Attachment B – Appendices a separate submission attachment document containing additional 
information provided by submitters 
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Attachment C – Schedule of those presenting in person/online any updates to the hearing 
schedule or other documentation will be provided at the meeting.  
 
Attachment D – Full Submissions for Policy on Dogs on Dog Control Bylaw 2026 

 

WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Part One: Opening of hearing 
That: 
1. The information be received. 

 
2. Any late submissions circulated separately or tabled on the day be accepted.  

 
3. Council hears all submitters who wish to be heard. 
 

Resolution number CO/2026/00003 

Moved by:  Deputy Mayor J Sainsbury 
Seconded by:  Cr V Andersen 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 

WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Part Two: Consideration of submissions  
That: 

4. Council has heard all of the submitters that were scheduled to speak and has 
considered all written submissions received. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00004 

Moved by:  Cr B Dewhurst 
Seconded by:  Deputy Mayor J Sainsbury 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 

 
 
 
The meeting adjourned for a break at 10.10am and reconvened at 10.30am.  
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7.2 Fees and Charges 2026/27 - Deliberation and 
Adoption 

CM No.: 3165955 

Te Kaupapa | Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to seek direction on the adoption of the Fees and Charges 2026/27 
after consideration of the recent consultation. 

Rāpopotonga Matua | Executive Summary 
The consultation process whereby the public is invited to submit their feedback has been 
undertaken on the draft Fees and Charges 2026/27 from 16 March to 19 April 2026 alongside 
several other documents. 
 
33 submissions were received on the draft Fees and Charges document. This report provides 
information on the submissions received and themes identified.  
 
Based on feedback received it is recommended Council consider if any amendments are required 
to the draft Fees and Charges 2026/27 prior to adoption.  

Tūtohunga | Recommendation 
That: 

1.  

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council adopts the Fees and Charges 2026/27 as attached (with no changes 

arising from the consultation), to come into force 1 July 2026. 
d) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 

prior to publishing the Fees and Charges 2026/27 (if required). 
e) Council authorises staff to insert the Development Contributions schedule 

into the Fees and Charges 2026/27, once updated with reference to the 
movement in the Producer Price Index. 

f) Council’s decision on the Fees and Charges 2026/27 be notified to submitters 
and the public and be made available on Council’s website. 

OR 

2.  

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms the Animal Control Fees to meet printing timeframes for 

dog registration notices. 
c) Council requests staff provide additional information and/or explore further 

options and present an amended Fees and Charges 2026/27 document to the 
Council meeting on 27 May 2026. 

d) Council notes that any significant changes may require further community 
consultation. 
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WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
That: 

1.  

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council adopts the Fees and Charges 2026/27 as attached (with no changes 

arising from the consultation), to come into force 1 July 2026. 
d) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 

prior to publishing the Fees and Charges 2026/27 (if required). 
e) Council authorises staff to insert the Development Contributions schedule 

into the Fees and Charges 2026/27, once updated with reference to the 
movement in the Producer Price Index. 

f) Council’s decision on the Fees and Charges 2026/27 be notified to submitters 
and the public and be made available on Council’s website. 

Councillor Vincent Andersen voted against the motion and wished for his vote to be 
recorded. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00005 

Moved by:  Cr B Dewhurst 
Seconded by:  Deputy Mayor J Sainsbury 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 
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7.3 Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy - 
Deliberations and Adoption 

CM No.: 3158383 

Te Kaupapa | Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to seek direction on the adoption of the updated Local Easter Sunday 
Shop Trading Policy after consideration of the recent consultation. 

 

Rāpopotonga Matua | Executive Summary 
The consultation process whereby the public is invited to submit their feedback has been 
undertaken on the draft Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy (Policy) from 16 March to 19 
April 2026 alongside several other documents. 
 
61 submissions were received on the draft Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy. This report 
provides information on the submissions received and themes identified.  

Based on feedback received it is recommended Council consider if any amendments are required 
to the draft Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy prior to adoption. 

Tūtohunga | Recommendation 
That: 

1.  

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council adopts the Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2026 as 

attached (with no changes arising from the consultation) including an 
updated map, to come into force 1 July 2026. 

d) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 
prior to publishing the Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2026 (if 
required). 

e) Council’s decision on the Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2026 be 
notified to submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s 
website. 

OR 

2.  

a) The information be received. 
b) Council requests staff provide additional information and/or explore further 

options and present an amended Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 
2026 document to the Council meeting on 27 May 2026. 

c) Council notes that any significant changes may require further community 
consultation. 
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WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
That: 

1.  

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council adopts the Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2026 as 

attached (with no changes arising from the consultation) including an 
updated map, to come into force 1 July 2026. 

d) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 
prior to publishing the Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2026 (if 
required). 

e) Council’s decision on the Local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2026 be 
notified to submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s 
website. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00006 

Moved by:  Cr J Thomas 
Seconded by:  Cr G Bonnar 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 
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7.4 Rates Remission and Postponement Policy - 
Deliberations and Adoption 

CM No.: 3158385 

Te Kaupapa | Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to seek direction on the adoption of the Rates Remission and 
Postponement Policy after consideration of the recent consultation. 
 

Rāpopotonga Matua | Executive Summary 
The consultation process whereby the public is invited to submit their feedback has been 
undertaken on the draft Rates Remission and Postponement Policy (Policy) from 16 March to 19 
April 2026 alongside several other documents. 
 
Five submissions were received on the draft Policy. This report provides information on the 
submissions received and themes identified.  
 
Based on feedback received it is recommended Council consider if any amendments are required 
to the draft Rates Remission and Postponement Policy prior to adoption.  

 

Tūtohunga | Recommendation 
That: 

1.   

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council adopts the Rates Remission and Postponement Policy as attached 

(with no changes arising from the consultation), to come into force 1 July 
2026. 

d) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 
prior to publishing the Rates Remission and Postponement Policy (if 
required). 

e) Council’s decision on the Rates Remission and Postponement Policy be 
notified to submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s 
website. 

OR 

2.   

a) The information be received. 
b) Council requests staff provide additional information and/or explore further 

options and present an amended Rates Remission and Postponement Policy 
document to the Council meeting on 27 May 2026. 

c) Council notes that any significant changes may require further community 
consultation. 
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WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
That: 

1.   

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council adopts the Rates Remission and Postponement Policy as attached 

(with no changes arising from the consultation), to come into force 1 July 
2026. 

d) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 
prior to publishing the Rates Remission and Postponement Policy (if 
required). 

e) Council’s decision on the Rates Remission and Postponement Policy be 
notified to submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s 
website. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00007 

Moved by:  Cr S Whiting 
Seconded by:  Cr J Thomas 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 
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7.5 Land Transport Bylaw - Deliberations and Adoption 
CM No.: 3158382 

Te Kaupapa | Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to seek direction on the adoption of the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 
(Amended 2026) after consideration of the recent consultation. 

 

Rāpopotonga Matua | Executive Summary 
The consultation process whereby the public is invited to submit their feedback has been 
undertaken on the draft Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) from 16 March to 19 April 
2026 alongside several other documents. 
 
21 submissions were received on the draft Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026). This 
report provides information on the submissions received and themes identified.  

Based on feedback received it is recommended Council consider if any amendments are required 
to the draft Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) prior to adoption. Staff recommend minor 
Bylaw amendments to the definition of Road, Schedule 4 regarding boat launching ramps and 
Schedule 5 regarding bridge weight restrictions.  

Tūtohunga | Recommendation 
That: 

1. 

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council determines that in accordance with section 155(1) of the Local 

Government Act 2002, a Bylaw (in the form of a Land Transport Bylaw) is the 
most appropriate way of addressing the perceived problems. 

d) Council determines that the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) 
meets the requirements of section 155 of the Local Government Act 2002, in 
that it: 

i. is the most appropriate form of bylaw; 

ii. does give rise to implications under the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990 but is considered reasonable, proportionate and consistent with 
that Act; 

e) Council adopts the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) as consulted 
on with minor corrections and amendments as outlined in the attachment, to 
come into force 1 July 2026. 

f) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 
prior to publishing the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) (if 
required). 

g) Council’s decision on the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) be 
notified to submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s 
website. 
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OR 

2. 

a) The information be received. 
b) Council requests staff provide additional information and/or explore further 

options and present an amended Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) 
document to the Council meeting on 27 May 2026. 

c) Council notes that any significant changes may require further community 
consultation. 

 

WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
That: 

1. 

a) The information be received. 
b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 

Submissions’ (circulated separately).  
c) Council determines that in accordance with section 155(1) of the Local 

Government Act 2002, a Bylaw (in the form of a Land Transport Bylaw) is the 
most appropriate way of addressing the perceived problems. 

d) Council determines that the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) 
meets the requirements of section 155 of the Local Government Act 2002, in 
that it: 

i. is the most appropriate form of bylaw; 

ii. does give rise to implications under the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990 but is considered reasonable, proportionate and consistent with 
that Act; 

e) Council adopts the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) as consulted 
on with minor corrections and amendments as outlined in the attachment, to 
come into force 1 July 2026. 

f) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 
prior to publishing the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) (if 
required). 

g) Council’s decision on the Land Transport Bylaw 2008 (Amended 2026) be 
notified to submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s 
website. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00008 

Moved by:  Cr S Whiting 
Seconded by:  Cr G Bonnar 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 
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7.6 Policy on Dogs and Dog Control Bylaw - 
Deliberations and Adoption 

CM No.: 3158381 

Te Kaupapa | Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to seek direction on the adoption of the Policy on Dogs 2010 
(Amended 2026) (Policy) and Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (amended 2026) (Bylaw) after 
consideration of the recent consultation. 

Rāpopotonga Matua | Executive Summary 
The consultation process whereby the public is invited to submit their feedback has been 
undertaken on the draft Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) and Dog Control Bylaw 2010 
(amended 2026) from 16 March to 19 April 2026 alongside several other documents. 
 
154 submissions were received on the draft Policy and Bylaw. This report provides information on 
the submissions received and themes identified.  
 
The submissions show broad alignment with the overall direction of the draft Policy and Bylaw, 
particularly the clearer structure, clearer expectations for responsible ownership, and retention of 
existing welfare standards. Most submitters agree with the need for updated policy settings and 
improved clarity. 

There is general acceptance of allowing dogs in Central Business Districts and on the Hauraki Rail 
Trail when dogs are on leash and under control, with many submissions noting that effective 
implementation will rely on signage, waste management and enforcement. 
The most contested issue raised through submissions relates to proposed changes to off-leash 
exercise areas in Matamata, particularly Centennial Drive and Tom Grant Drive.  

Feedback on this issue is divided, with submitters raising a range of reasons both for and against 
change, and frequent references to the availability, accessibility and distribution of alternative 
off-leash areas. 

Across submissions, enforcement and roaming dogs are repeatedly identified as key operational 
concerns. Many submitters note that compliance outcomes are seen as dependent on 
enforcement capacity rather than policy wording. 

Overall, submissions reflect support for the policy framework and mixed views on specific 
Matamata off-leash area changes, with consistent emphasis on implementation, enforcement and 
practical impacts. Based on feedback received it is recommended Council consider if any 
amendments are required to the draft Policy and Bylaw prior to adoption. 
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Tūtohunga | Recommendation 
That: 

1.  

a) The information be received.  

Dog Control Bylaw 

a) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – Submissions’ 
(circulated separately).  

b) Council determines that in accordance with section 155(1) of the Local 
Government Act 2002, a Bylaw (in the form of a Dog Control Bylaw) is the most 
appropriate way of addressing the perceived problems. 

c) Council determines that the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) meets the 
requirements of section 155 of the Local Government Act 2002, in that it: 

i. is the most appropriate form of bylaw; 
ii. does give rise to implications under the New Zealand Bill of 

Rights Act 1990 but is considered reasonable, proportionate 
and consistent with that Act; 

d) Council adopts the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) as attached (with no 
changes arising from the consultation), to come into force 1 July 2026, with 
removal of references to schedule 4 – maps.  

e) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes prior 
to publishing the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) (if required). 

f) Council’s decision on the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) be notified to 
submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s website. 

Policy on Dogs 

h) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – 
Submissions’ (circulated separately).  

i) Council adopts the Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) attached (with no 
changes arising from the consultation), to come into force 1 July 2026. 

j) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes 
prior to publishing the Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) (if required). 

k) Council’s decision on the Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) be notified to 
submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s website. 

OR 

2.  

a) The information be received. 

b) Council requests staff provide additional information and/or explore further 
options and present an amended Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) 
and amended Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) documents to the Council 
meeting on 27 May 2026. 

c) Council notes that any significant changes may require further community 
consultation. 
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WHAKATAUNGA A TE KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
That: 

1.  

a) The information be received.  

Dog Control Bylaw 

b) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – Submissions’ 
(circulated separately).  

c) Council determines that in accordance with section 155(1) of the Local 
Government Act 2002, a Bylaw (in the form of a Dog Control Bylaw) is the most 
appropriate way of addressing the perceived problems. 

d) Council determines that the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) meets the 
requirements of section 155 of the Local Government Act 2002, in that it: 

i. is the most appropriate form of bylaw; 
ii. does give rise to implications under the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 

but is considered reasonable, proportionate and consistent with that Act; 
e) Council adopts the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) to come into force 1 

July 2026, with removal of references to schedule 4 – maps. as attached, with the 
following changes:  

i. retention of Centennial Drive from Tainui Street to Broadway and Tom Grant 
Drive from Rawhiti Avenue to Tawari Street as Dog exercise Areas (Schedule 
3 of the Bylaw). After considering the submissions: 

o there is no additional off leash exercise area proposed in Matamata to 
replace these areas and Council acknowledges the concern about the 
accessibility of the current alternative dog exercise areas.  

o The current areas are well used by responsible owners, and any 
enforcement issues can be addressed by animal control staff.  

f) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes prior 
to publishing the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) (if required). 

g) Council’s decision on the Dog Control Bylaw 2010 (Amended 2026) be notified to 
submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s website. 

Policy on Dogs 

h) Council confirms all decisions and reasons as per ‘Attachment A – Submissions’ 
(circulated separately).  

i) Council adopts the Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) attached (with no 
changes arising from the consultation), to come into force 1 July 2026. 

j) Staff be given delegation to make minor proofing and grammatical changes prior 
to publishing the Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) (if required). 

k) Council’s decision on the Policy on Dogs 2010 (Amended 2026) be notified to 
submitters and the public and be made available on Council’s website. 

Resolution number CO/2026/00009 

Moved by:  Mayor A Tanner 
Seconded by:  Deputy Mayor J Sainsbury 

KUA MANA | CARRIED 
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11.48 am The Chairperson thanked Members for their 
attendance and attention to business and declared the 
meeting closed. 

 
 

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD 
OF THE MEETING OF KAUNIHERA | COUNCIL 
HELD ON 13 MAY 2026 
 
 
 
KO TE RĀ | DATE: ...................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TIAMANA | CHAIRPERSON: ......................................  
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